Review of SCHEMES, DISGUISES, & TRAPS A Novel by David Orsini

For readers in search of compelling books, David Orsini’s novel SCHEMES,
DISGUISES, & TRAPS will not be a surprise or a disappointment. David Orsini writes
an unforgettable prose that merges the best of nineteenth and twentieth-century rhetorical
style with superb descriptions of modern characters and environment. This book draws
the reader into a frightening world of excitement, glamour, narcissism, cruelty, and
manipulation from the first paragraph and holds us to the last surprising line. The novel is
set in a world of enormous riches, privilege, and elegance with characters who struggle to
maintain their places or to create a place in a culture that demands extraordinary courage,
hard work, and determination to get to the top at any cost, even murder.

We are not allowed the luxury of dismissing these characters because of their greed or
self-serving motives. Orsini reveals their origins and their reasons for making choices
that anyone with principles would question and then reject. Instead, we are drawn into
their backgrounds so deeply that our understanding of their psychological and emotional
demands mitigates any negative judgments that would make us dislike them. In other
words, we are torn between contempt for these characters and compassion for their needs,
desires, and the lives into which they were born and are trapped. Thus, we witness two
major characters planning the murder of a man they do not even know. We observe the
uninhibited sexual practices of these conflicted characters—even a son seducing the wife
of his father with whom he has always been very close. And we hear the rationalizations
of people who will do anything for multi-millions of dollars and a life of power and
pleasure. We peek behind the scenes of a world most of us will never know, and we are
held spellbound on every page. Any reader who loves beautiful writing, amazing
characters, fascinating plots, and psychological insight will love SCHEMES,
DISGUISES, & TRAPS. I certainly recommend it.
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